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Introduction 
 
 
Comrades, 
 
As mandated by a previous youth conference, Labour Youth has called that motions passed at 
conference be gathered and published for the convenience and benefit of our members. 
 
We have gathered motions from conferences spanning back over a number of years. This 
provides a clearer picture of Labour Youth’s policy for all our members and those considering 
joining the organisation and who are seeking greater clarification on our position. 
 
We hope that this paper will, indeed, serve the interest and convenience of all of our members. 
We have specifically assigned each motion, passed at previous conferences, to correspond with 
governmental departments with sub-headings outlining our position on wide-ranging issues, 
such as; Third level education and children of non-EU parents, mental health services, nuclear 
power, the Irish language, human trafficking and child benefit.  
 
Building on previous centralised position papers, worked on by previous education and policy 
officers, we now present our most up-to-date paper. 
 
We would also like to especially thank Dean Duke who put a lot of time and effort into compiling 
the original document which we were able to base so much of this version off.  
 
 
 
 
Lisa Connell 
Education and Policy Officer 
 
Jack Eustace 
Policy Co-Ordinator 
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Section One - Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
 
 
 
 

Fur Farms and Fisheries 
 
 
 
1. Fur Farms: Labour Youth supports a ban on fur farming in Ireland. 
 
2. Fisheries: Labour Youth condemns the overfishing of European fish stocks and the exploitation 
by European fleets of fishing stocks of developing countries, particularly those of Western 
Africa. Labour Youth therefore supports a change to the Common Fisheries Policy, with 
movement towards a catch share system and discard bans.  
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Section Two - Arts, Heritage and an Gaeltacht 
 
 
 

Arts and Heritage 
 
 
 
1. Artists' Tax Exemption: Labour Youth supports extending the artists' tax exemption to actors.  
 
2. Irish Language: Labour Youth supports the regeneration of the Irish language through cultural 
promotion. 
 
3. National Independence Day: Labour Youth believes that a national Independence Day should 
be established on the 21st of January, the date of the meeting of the First Dáil. 
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Section Three - Communications, Energy and Natural Resources 
 
 
Communications 
 
1. Broadband: Labour Youth supports the declaration of high-speed broadband access as a 
human right. 
 
2. Cyber Bullying: Labour Youth supports the creation of a mechanism that will deal with cyber 
bullying and see it viewed in the same light as classic forms of bullying. 
 
3. Rural Development: Labour Youth believes that the ‘e-exclusion’ of rural areas should be 
tackled by:  
 

• Rolling out broadband nationally;  
• Creating a second-hand computer grant scheme.  
 

4. Social Stigmatisation in the Media: Labour Youth is concerned about both the exploitation of 
young, often poorly-educated people and the culture of heavy binge drinking typified in 
contemporary television shows. 
 
Energy 
 
5. Fossil Fuels: Labour Youth is in favour of reducing Ireland's dependence on fossil fuels for 
environmental, economical and security reasons. We favour the development of a diverse range 
of renewable energy sources. We also favour locally based energy projects, such as those 
developed in Denmark, that see communities and households produce energy. 
 
6. Nuclear Power: Labour Youth supports the creation of a state-owned nuclear power plant in 
Ireland in order to meet our Kyoto targets. 
 
Natural Resources 
 
7. National Resources: Labour Youth affirms "the right of the people of Ireland to the ownership 
of Ireland" and thus opposes the selling off of the country's natural resources.  
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Section Four - Education and Skills 

 
Investment in Education 
 
1. Education Spending: Labour Youth condemns the low proportion of money spent on 
education in Ireland and opposes cutbacks in education spending, including any further: 

 increase in the student-teacher ratio in schools; 

 reduction of the Traveler education budget; 

 cutting of funding for the Leaving Certificate Applied, Transition Year or the Leaving 

Certificate Vocational Programme; 

 reduction of funding for books in the Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools 

programme; 

 reduction in the Higher Education Access Route grant. 

2. Fee-Paying Schools: Labour Youth believes that fee-paying schools should not receive state 
funding. 
 
3. Use of Pre-Fabs: Labour Youth condemns the widespread use of pre-fabs in primary schools 
and is strongly in favour of a national school building programme. 
 
4. DIT Campus: Labour Youth supports the development of Grangegorman as a single campus 
for the DIT student population. 
 
5. Special Needs Assistants: Labour Youth recognises the important work of Special Needs 
Assistants in our education system and is therefore opposed to the capping of SNAs' numbers at 
10,700. Labour Youth further opposes any cuts to funding for schools and projects that 
specifically cater for children with disabilities.  
 
Secularisation of Education 
 
6. School Patronage: Labour Youth believes that there should be a transfer of Catholic patronage 
of schools to other patron bodies under the supervision of the Department of Education and 
Skills. Labour Youth agrees with Archbishop Diarmuid Martin that the Church being the patron 
of 92% of our primary schools is a "historical hangover". Labour Youth thus welcomes the Forum 
on Patronage and Pluralism. 
 
7. Secular Schooling: Labour Youth believes that all schools in receipt of state funding should be 
required to have a secular and inclusive ethos.  
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Literacy and Numeracy 
 
8. Literacy and Numeracy: In light of the 17% of fifteen-year-olds who lack the literacy and 
numeracy skills necessary to function in today's society, Labour Youth supports a greatly 
increased focus on these areas throughout education. 
Labour Youth intends to develop a strategy that would allow volunteers from our membership 
to provide free grinds, in order to help improve the levels of literacy and numeracy in the 
country. 
 
Second-level Education 
 
9. Irish Language: Labour Youth is in favour of reforming the teaching of Irish to ensure 
conversational fluency by the end of the Junior Certificate, and having the study of Irish 
literature be an optional subject in the Leaving Certificate.  
 
10. Mathematics: Labour Youth considers "Project Maths" to be an insufficient attempt at 
reform of the subject and supports a renewed effort at reforming the way Maths is taught so as 
to improve results and students' understanding of the subject. 
 
11. CSPE: Labour Youth believes that Civil, Social and Political Education should be part of a 
reformed Leaving Certificate in order to encourage a stronger sense of citizenship in young 
people. 
 
12. First Aid Teaching: Labour Youth wishes to see First Aid/Life Saving Qualification as a 
mandatory part of the CSPE Junior Certificate cycle. 
 
Third-level Education 
 
13. Fees: Labour Youth remains fully opposed to the return of third-level fees in any form. We 
believe in universality of access and we believe there should be no barriers to learning. 
 
14. Registration Fee: Labour Youth is opposed to any further increases in the registration fee for 
third-level students. 
 
15. Grants: Labour Youth believes that the grants system for third-level students should be 
reformed and centralised. We believe that the provision of grants should not be linked to either 
the income of one's parents or one's income from the previous year. 
 
16. Children of Non-EU Migrants: Labour Youth supports swift action to tackle the problems 
faced by children of non-EU migrants attempting to progress to higher education in Ireland due 
to their susceptibility to international fees, even after attending school in Ireland for many 
years.  
 
17. Campus Accommodation: Labour Youth supports the establishment of a central authority 
responsible for allocation of student accommodation and a protocol that includes but is not 
limited to the following criteria: progressive weighting for distance from home address; income 
assessment independent of parents. 
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Labour Youth further supports the construction of dedicated student accommodation being the 
responsibility of local authorities. 
 
18. Student Assistance Fund: Labour Youth strongly supports full reinstatement of the existing 
Student Assistance Fund for the 2013/2014 academic year and beyond.  
19. USI: Labour Youth believes that a strong national union is required to best represent the 
views of the students of Ireland. Labour Youth therefore supports affiliation with the Union of 
Students in Ireland by students' unions.  
Labour Youth is in favour of a directly-elected president of USI with each individual student 
having a vote.  
 
Post-Graduate Education 
 
20. Post-Grad Fees: Labour Youth is in favour of free post-graduate education.  
 
Part-Time Education 
 
21. Part-Time Fees: Labour Youth support the abolition of fees on part-time courses.   
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Section Five – Finance 
 

Taxation 
 
1. Progressive Income Taxation: Labour Youth supports the introduction of three income tax 
bands setting the standard rate of tax at 20%, a new middle rate of 35% and the increase of the 
top rate of tax at 50%, chargeable to incomes over €125,000.  
 
2. Capital Gains Tax: Labour Youth support the restoration of capital gains tax to 40%.  
 
3. Financial Transactions Tax: Labour Youth supports the European Commission's proposals for a 
financial transactions tax, recognising that such a tax could raise hundreds of millions of Euro for 
the Irish Exchequer. Labour Youth further recognises the provisions in the proposal (such as the 
'residence principle' and the 'issuance principle') that will minimise the risk of relocation. 
 
4. Tax Exiles and Loopholes: Labour Youth condemn Ireland’s tax exiles and support the closure 
of all tax loopholes. 
 
5. Rebuilding the Tax Base: In addition to the above, Labour Youth supports rebuilding and 
broadening the tax base and ensuring there is no over reliance on a small number of measures, 
especially if all are dependent on a certain sector of the economy and its performance. Labour 
Youth believes any such restructuring must be implemented in a progressive manner as far as is 
possible given the state's enormous financial difficulties. Labour Youth therefore recommends: 
 

 A slight increase in the betting tax by 0.25%; 

 A reduction in tax credits; 

 A reduction in property-based tax reliefs; 

 A 0.5% increase in corporation tax; 

 A fair property site valuation tax with funds to be ring-fenced and allocated towards 

local authorities; 

 An increase in the property tax on second homes; 

 Reviewing the tax rate policy on gas and oil explorations; 

 An increase in the level of PRSI contributions to bring them more in line with the 

European average; 

 Introduction of taxation by local government; 

 Surcharges on profits in the banking sector once the industry has stabilised; 

 Phasing out of tax reliefs on private pensions. 
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Banking Policy 
 
6. Regulation: Labour Youth support greater scrutiny and regulation of the banking sector. 
 
7. Banking Guarantee: Labour Youth opposed the introduction of the 2008 banking guarantee 
and support the nationalisation of Irish banks as the best method to clean up the sector. 
Furthermore, Labour Youth supports the following measures: 
 

 The rescinding of the 2008 banking guarantee; 

 The cancellation of the promissory note to Anglo Irish Bank; 

 Prudent methods to save the financial sector that do not involve writing a blank cheque 

for banking debts and that secure a return for the Irish exchequer in the event of a 

recovery in the banking sector; 

 Losses to be imposed on bondholders; 

 Interventions to protect credit unions which may be exposed to Anglo Irish Bank's debt. 

8. Strategic Investment Bank: Labour Youth support the creation of a Strategic Investment Bank 
(SIB) that would lend to small and medium-sized businesses and invest in innovative companies. 
Such institutions have been created in other countries, including Germany, and the SIB would be 
broadly similar to the ACC and ICC previously operated in Ireland. 
 
9. Co-operative Based Bank: Labour Youth supports the establishment of a new co-op based 
bank with a credit union style of organisation. The bank would be democratic with one member, 
one vote and would allow business to have accounts but not a vote. The bank would be based as 
a financial advising firm first and a lending/investing/deposit source second. It would be based 
on the best financial practice and hold a higher cash reserve ratio than the regulator sets to 
ensure the protection of members. Its mission would be to provide responsible banking and real 
competition to the other private and state-owned banks.  
 
NAMA 
 
10. NAMA: In relation to the National Asset Management Agency, Labour Youth calls for: 

 Maximum transparency in relation to the operations of NAMA on behalf of the Irish 

state; 

 Consistent monitoring and regulation of pay levels for all parties in receipt of 

compensation for their work or cooperation with NAMA; 

 NAMA to be made rigorously pursue the maximum possible return on the full cost of 

loans transferred to NAMA, thereby minimizing the state's exposure to these loans; 

 The use of whatever means available to ensure that NAMA produces a significant social 

dividend, with particular emphasis on meeting current needs for suitable social housing. 
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Section Six - Foreign Affairs and Trade 
 
Northern Ireland 
 
1. United Ireland: Labour Youth is in favour of a united Ireland brought about by peaceful means 
with the consent of a majority of the people, democratically expressed, in both jurisdictions in 
the island.   
 
2. Northern Ireland Assembly: Labour Youth believes that the Northern Ireland Assembly should 
continue to exist as a regional assembly as part of a united Ireland and that the Northern Ireland 
Executive should also continue to exist.  
 
3. Good Friday Agreement: Labour Youth supports and endorses the Good Friday Agreement.  
 
The European Union 
 
4. European Project: Labour Youth is committed to the European project, but opposes the liberal 
agenda to privatise public services in the EU.  
 
5. EU Fiscal and Political Union: Labour Youth recognises the need for a genuinely integrated 
European social policy to correct the current neoliberal tendencies of the European Union. 
Labour Youth further recognises that such a social policy requires some degree of fiscal union. 
Labour Youth therefore calls for the establishment of a European fiscal union, to include: 
 

 A European Finance Ministry; 

 Some form of mutualisation of member states' debts; 

 A much more extensive federal European budget, directly financed and capable of 

finding significant stimulus packages and other forms of assistance at member-state 

level; 

 Coordination and moves towards the harmonisation of certain areas of taxation at 

member-state level. 

Labour Youth further recognises that any fiscal union that did not include further measure 
towards greater political union would be repugnant to the principles of democracy without 
significant expansion of direct accountability and representation at an EU-wide level. Labour 
Youth therefore calls for: 
 

 The President of the European Commission to be directly elected by the people of 

Europe; 

 The rest of the Commission to be chosen by, fully answerable to and subject to the 

majority approval of the European Parliament in the same manner as governments in 

national parliamentary democracies; 
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 The European Parliament to have the power to propose legislation; 

 The expanded EU budget to be agreed on an annual basis through consultation between 

the European Commission and the European Parliament.  

 

6. "Rise Up" Campaign: Labour Youth is a participant in the Rise Up campaign being conducted 
by Socialist and Social Democratic youth movements across Europe. Labour Youth is committed 
to increasing awareness and participation of its own membership and young Irish people in 
general in this campaign. 
 
Human Rights 
 
7. Human Rights Violations: Labour Youth condemns human right violations, no matter where 
they occur, and rejects the notion that trade policy should not be linked to the development and 
improvement of human rights.  
 
8. North Korea: Labour Youth condemns the brutal acts of murder and oppression committed by 
the North Korean government, particularly recent reports of children with disabilities being 
killed. 
 
9. Belarus: Labour Youth condemns the ongoing dictatorship of President Alexander Lukashenko 
in the Republic of Belarus and strongly supports the work of MSD-MH in opposition to this 
authoritarian regime. Labour Youth calls on the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade to support 
the pro-democracy movement in Belarus. 
 
10. Labour Youth condemns the heavy-handed attacks on civilians carried out in the Syrian Civil 
War, largely by the Assad regime. Labour Youth also condemns Russian, Chinese, North Korean 
and Iranian support for the regime. Labour Youth: 
 

 believes that the Assad dictatorship must be replaced by a transitional government 

which will oversee a transition to full multi-party democracy and free and fair elections; 

 notes the finding of UN panel leader of the December 2012 United Nations Independent 

International Commission of Inquiry that “this is a war where no military victory is 

possible”;  

 further notes the enormity of the death toll which may be as high as 60,000; 

 believes that all possible means must be used to end the conflict peacefully, rather than 

by risking further bloodshed and regional war by the United Nations or Western 

governments going to war with Assad, particularly in light of the increased willingness of 

opposition forces to talk about considering a negotiated settlement, which should be 

strongly supported. 



16 
 

 
11. Apple/Foxconn: Labour Youth condemns the treatment of workers at the Foxconn factories 
in both China and Mexico. In particular, Labour Youth condemns the high incidence of suicide 
amongst Foxconn workers, their abuse of child labour laws and their forcing of workers to work 
without remuneration. 
 
Labour Youth therefore calls for a boycott of products produced by Foxconn, such as those of 
Apple. 
 
Israel/Palestine 
 
12. Condemnation of Violence: Labour Youth condemns the violence perpetrated by both Israel 
and Palestine.  
13. Illegal Settlements: Labour Youth condemns the illegal building of settlements in the 
Palestinian territories by Israel.  
 
14. EU Sanctions: Labour Youth believe that the European Union should impose sanctions on 
Israel for Israel’s violations of international law.  
 
15. BDS Campaign: Labour Youth recognises Israel as an apartheid state. Labour Youth therefore 
supports calls for the boycott, divestment and sanctioning of Israeli goods and services and 
supports the international BDS campaign. 
 
The Vatican 
 
16. Child Abuse: Labour Youth condemns the Vatican's obstruction of investigations into child 
abuse. 
 
17. Papal Nuncio: Labour Youth calls on the government to expel the Papal Nuncio from Ireland 
until such a time as the Roman Catholic Church takes appropriate action to deal with the illegal 
actions committed by its clergy and co-operates with state authorities.  
 
Western Action 
 
18. Arab Spring: Labour Youth recognises the key role played by Western intervention in 
assisting the rebels to overthrow various regimes, especially that of Libya, throughout the Arab 
Spring. However, Labour Youth condemns any further Western intervention and believes there 
should be an immediate withdrawal of Western forces from new democracies in North Africa 
and the Middle East.  
 
19. US Funding of Candidates in Other Countries: Labour Youth condemns the US-led funding of 
candidates for election in Iraq, Afghanistan and Venezuela and calls on the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs to lobby the US to discontinue this practice.  
 
20. Wikileaks: Labour Youth condemns the designation by the US of Wikileaks as an enemy of 
the state as well as US attempts to extradite people accused of copyright and hacking crimes 
committed outside its borders.  
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Latin America 
 
21. Blockade of Cuba: Labour Youth condemns the United States blockade of Cuba and is 
concerned by the adverse economic and social effects the blockade has on the Cuban people. 
Labour Youth supports the immediate lifting of the blockade on Cuba, in line with United 
Nations recommendations. 
 
22. Venezuelan Elections: Labour Youth welcomes the re-election of President Hugo Chávez and 
recognises Venezuela as a fully functioning democracy with exceptionally high levels of 
participation and more than sufficient protections against fraud. Labour Youth condemns 
attempts by Western media outlets and corporate powers to discredit the Chávez 
administration. 
 
23. Ché Guevara: Labour Youth recognises the importance of the proposed statue of Ché 
Guevara in Galway city due to the economic benefits via tourism, its left-wing symbolism and 
recognition of the Irish Diaspora of which Ché Guevara's parents were included.  
 
International Affiliations 
 
24. Utøya: Labour Youth notes with great sadness the tragic events of 22 July 2011 which 
resulted in the deaths of 69 young members of our sister organisation, the AUF. Labour Youth 
offers its condolence and solidarity to those affected and recognises the great courage and unity 
shown by the Norwegian people in the aftermath of these horrific events.  
 
25. Socialist International: Labour Youth condemns the manner in which the Neo-Destour Party 
of Tunisia and the National Democratic Party of Egypt were allowed to remain as members of 
the Socialist International until their dictatorial regimes were overthrown by their own people at 
significant human cost. Labour Youth views this as endemic of the current inadequacy of the 
organisation and welcomes the work of the International Union of Socialist Youth (IUSY) in 
campaigning for its reform. Labour Youth calls for: 
 

 Changes in the structure and procedures of the SI to allow far greater participation in 

the organisation by ordinary activists in member parties and encourage greater 

coordination and dialogue among member parties; 

 Implementation of far more demanding democracy and anti-corruption standards as a 

requirement for membership of the SI, and penalisation and ultimately expulsion of 

parties who do not meet such standards; 

 Immediate expulsion of the MPLA of Angola and the Israeli Labor Party; 

 Engagement with leading socialist and social democratic parties who are not currently 

members of the SI, particularly in Latin America. 
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Section Seven – Health 
 
Universal Healthcare 
 
1. Healthcare as Human Right: Labour Youth affirm that healthcare is a human right and 
endorses the concept of universal healthcare. 
 
2. Private Hospital Subsidy: Labour Youth oppose the spending of public money on subsidising 
the building and maintenance of private hospitals, believing that this money should be spent on 
public healthcare.  
 
3. Provision of Healthcare: Labour Youth believe that healthcare should be provided based on 
clinical needs, rather than on the ability to pay. 
 
4. NTPF: Labour Youth do not support the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) as it 
undermines the concept of universal healthcare and commits public money and patients to the 
private sector. Labour Youth therefore support the phasing out of the NTPF. 
 
Contraception, Abortion and Sexual Health 
 
5. Morning-after Pill: Labour Youth believes that the morning-after pill should be available over 
the counter, without the need for a prescription.  
 
6. Crisis Pregnancy Agencies: Labour Youth condemns and campaigns against rogue crisis 
pregnancy agencies that offer false information to women.  
 
7. Abortion: Labour Youth believes that abortion should be legal in Ireland to:  
 

• put an end to unsafe abortions being performed in Ireland;  

• put an end to the economic discrimination that prohibits women who cannot afford to 

travel to the UK from having an abortion;  

• give women control over their own fertility; 

 ensure no woman is ever forced to risk her life due to complications resulting from 

continuing a pregnancy.  

Labour Youth therefore supports legislation in line with the X Case as soon as possible. 
 
8. Contraception: Labour Youth believe that value added tax should not be charged on 
contraception.  
 
9. Sexual Education: Labour Youth believe that sexual education should be provided in 
secondary schools to educate young people about sexual health, contraception and crisis 
pregnancies.  
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10. STI Screening: Labour Youth call for the expansion of STI screening and treatment facilities in 
Ireland, particularly in rural areas. 
 
 
 
Mental Health 
 
11. Suicide Support Services: Labour Youth recognises that Ireland has high rates of suicides, 
particularly amongst young people, and therefore calls for an increase in the support services 
made available in Ireland. 
 
12. Mental Health Services: Labour Youth believes that free mental health services must be 
easily available and accessible to everyone, as per the International Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights, which has been ratified by Ireland. 
 
Drugs and Alcohol 
 
13. Drug Treatment Services: Labour Youth calls for greater provision of drug treatment services 
in Ireland.  
  
14. Heroin Addiction: Labour Youth supports the introduction of a progressive heroin treatment 
programme including confidential needle exchanges to help heroin users to combat their 
addiction.  
 
15. Alcohol Sponsorship: Labour Youth supports the phasing out of alcohol advertising. 
 
16. Alcohol Pricing: Labour Youth opposes the setting of a minimum price for alcohol and 
instead calls for greater objective education of young people on the subject, as well as stronger 
supports for those who suffer from alcohol addiction. 
 
Scientific Research 
 
17. Stem Cell Research: Labour Youth supports the funding of embryonic stem cell research 
through the Science Foundation of Ireland. 
 
18. Commodisation of Scientific Advances: Labour Youth condemn the commoditisation of 
scientific advances in the health sector, believing that this is incompatible with achieving the 
widest possible distribution of medication.  
 
Organ Donation and Vaccines 
 
19. Organ Donation: Labour Youth supports the changing of Ireland's organ donation system 
from an "opt-in" to "opt-out" model. 
 
20. HPV Vaccines: Labour Youth applauds the HPV-Gardasil vaccination programme for girls of 
school going age, and supports its extension to also include boys of school going age in light of 
recent research. 
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Section Eight - Housing and Planning 
 
 
 

Housing 
 
 
1. Labour Youth considers housing to be a right and not a privilege. Labour Youth support a 
social housing programme that would see the stock of social housing in Ireland increased. 
 
2. Labour Youth supports the removal of restrictions that allow for tenants benefitting from rent 
allowance to be denied housing on that ground. 
 
 
Planning 
 
 
3. Labour Youth believes in the need for proper planning regulations in Ireland that provide for 
the social and developmental needs of local residents.  
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Section Nine - Jobs, Innovation and Enterprise 
 

Workers' Rights 
 
1. Collective Bargaining: Labour Youth supports the rights of workers to organise and to bargain 
collectively.   
 
2. Recognition of Trade Unions: Labour Youth support proposals for the introduction of a law 
that would make recognition of trade unions by employers mandatory.  
 
3. Sub-minimum Wages: Labour Youth condemns the sub-minimum wages that can be offered 
to workers under the age of 18 and to those over 18 in their first two years of employment. 
 
4. Right to Full-time Hours: Labour Youth condemns the practice whereby employers reduce the 
hours of more experienced employees and hire new part-time staff on lower wages, often 
forcing formerly full-time workers to seek supplementary income allowance from the state.  
 
Labour Youth believe the government should legislate to introduce a right of current employees 
to first be offered extra or full-time hours where such work is available. 
 
5. Decent Work: In recognition of the marked rise in precarious work, particularly among low 
paid workers in Ireland and the recent cuts to many of the chief protections for low paid 
workers such as the JLC wage agreements, the low income tax regime for the low paid and social 
protection entitlements and benefits. 
 
 Labour Youth supports and promotes the Decent Work agenda currently pursued by the Irish 
Congress of Trade Unions and its affiliates. 
 
6. JLCS: Following the Supreme Court judgment invalidating the JLC process, Labour Youth 
supports the speedy implementation of a replacement process to protect the rights of those 
workers previously protected by the JLCs.  
 
Unemployment 
 
7. Training: Labour Youth recognises the problems with structural unemployment in the Irish 
economy, as well as the deficit in certain skills, and therefore calls on the government to target 
training through Solas for sectors which are currently being targeted by the IDA and Enterprise 
Ireland. 
 
8. PRSI Exemption Scheme: Labour Youth support the PRSI exemption scheme that allows for 
employers to be fully exempted from paying PRSI for new jobs created that are filled by people 
that have been unemployed for at least six months.  
 
9. Youth Entrepreneurship Fund: In recognition of Ireland's shockingly high rate of youth 
unemployment (30.5% in Q4 of 2011), Labour Youth supports the establishment of a permanent 
Youth Entrepreneurship Fund (YEF) to assist young entrepreneurs aged 18-25 to establish their 
own businesses and contribute towards creating employment, developing indigenous industries 
and sustaining long-run economic growth. The YEF would be run by Enterprise Ireland in 
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conjunction with the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation with at least one third of 
the YEF governing council being either 18-25 themselves or experienced entrepreneurs. In light 
of the budgetary constraints facing the country, Labour Youth proposes that the YEF be 
allocated €1.8 million for the first year on a pilot basis pending further review.  
 
Universal Design 
 
10. Universal Design: Labour Youth recognises universal design as a direct way of improving 
environments, products and Information and Communication technology to make them 
accessible to people of all abilities and has the potential to improve the reputation of Ireland's 
manufacturing and technology sector. Labour Youth therefore calls for all businesses involved in 
the design and manufacturing of products, environments and ICT to implement universal design 
principles, as well as empathy testing.  
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Section Ten - Justice, Equality and Defence 
 

Alcohol and Drugs 
 
1. Opening Hours: Labour Youth oppose the restrictions placed on the opening hours of off-
licences, pubs and clubs. Labour Youth believe that government policy should not be aimed at 
restricting the rights of people and businesses in this area, but should focus on providing 
support to those affected by alcohol abuse.   
 
2. Cannabis: Labour Youth believe that personal use of cannabis should be legalised to:  
 

• prevent criminal drug dealers from pushing cannabis as a gateway drug to harder 
drugs;  
• benefit from tax on the sale of cannabis;  
• allow regulation of the quality of cannabis.  

 
Labour Youth is not in favour of legalising cannabis use for those under the age of eighteen. 
 
Prostitution, Human Trafficking and Asylum Seekers 
 
3. Prostitution: Labour Youth is in favour of the decriminalisation of prostitution so as to protect 
prostitutes, but not their clients or ‘employers’. Labour Youth believe that support services 
should be put in place to help prostitutes leave this industry. This model has been adopted in 
Sweden, Norway and Iceland and has seen a radical reduction in the number of women who are 
engaged in prostitution.  
 
Labour Youth therefore fully supports the Immigrant Council of Ireland in their "Turn Off the Red 
Light" Campaign seeking to change Irish law to model that of Sweden. 
 
4. Human Trafficking: Labour Youth considers human trafficking to be abhorrent and the 
supports in place in Ireland for the victims of human trafficking to be insufficient. Labour Youth 
believes that:  
 

• a special unit of the Gardaí Síochána should be established to combat human 

trafficking;  

• victims of human trafficking should be entitled to the right to seek asylum, housing 

and work;  

• victims of human trafficking should be entitled to immunity from crimes such as 

entering the country illegally so as to encourage victims to come forward. 

 
5. Asylum Seekers: Labour Youth believe that the processing of applications for refugee status in 
Ireland is too lengthy and that asylum seekers in Ireland do not have a sufficient standard of 
living. Labour Youth also recognises with concern that Ireland has one of the lowest rates of 
acceptance for people seeking asylum in Europe. Therefore, Labour Youth believe that:  
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• The Office of the Refugee Application Commissioner should be replaced by an 

independent human rights body that shall ensure that individuals are assessed on the 

grounds of the international human rights laws that have been ratified by Ireland;  

• Asylum seekers should be entitled to more than the measly sum of €19.10 a week in 

the case of adults and €9.60 a week in the case of children;  

• Adequate accommodation facilities should be put in place for asylum seekers so as to 

ease overcrowding;  

• Asylum seekers suffering from mental health issues should be entitled to adequate 

treatment;  

• The application process should be sped up and the asylum application system 

amended to ensure a higher rate of acceptance for asylum seekers in Ireland. 

 
Travelling Community: 
 
6. Discrimination: Labour Youth condemns in the strongest terms the level of discrimination 
faced by members of the Travelling Community in Ireland, as well as the lack of political will to 
tackle this discrimination head-on. 
 
7. Representation: Labour Youth supports the creation of a dedicated Dáil seat for the Traveller 
Community to ensure permanent representation in the national parliament. 
 
Same-sex Marriage 
 
8. Marriage Equality: Labour Youth is strongly in favour of the introduction of same-sex 
marriages in Ireland. 
 
Cultural Diversity 
 
9. Clothing and Symbols: Labour Youth believes that people have the right to wear or display any 
items of cultural or religious importance, such as the burqa or hijab. 
 
Freedom of Information and Private Land Access 
 
10. Freedom of Information: Labour Youth calls for the restoration of the 1997 Freedom of 
Information Act with its 2003 amendments removed. 
 
11. Access to Private Land for Public Utilities: In light of the Teresa Tracy v ESB-Eigrid case 
regarding the removal of new growth forestry to erect electricity pylons, Labour Youth 
condemns the dearth of primary legislation in the area of collective good vs. individual rights to 
enjoy private property. Labour Youth therefore supports addressing these problems and 
establishing of a statutory alternative to contempt of court proceedings to prevent a repeat of 
the aforementioned case.  
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Family Affairs 
 
12. Fathers' Rights: Labour Youth supports the abolition of all forms of legal discrimination 
against single fathers, and believes full guardianship rights should be awarded to any father on 
the birth certificate or natural father, who although not name as a parent on the birth 
certificate, has been acting in loco parentis for a period of at least four months. 
 
Defence 
 
13. Reserve Defence Forces: Labour Youth supports giving employment protection to those in 
the Reserve Defence Forces in recognition of their important role in service to the State. Labour 
Youth feels that the responsibilities of the RDF should be increased to performing roles such as 
cash-in-transit protection, etc.  
 
14. US Military in Irish Airports: Labour Youth condemns the continued use of Shannon Airport 
by the United States military and call for this practise to be brought to an end. 
 
15. Legacy of WWI: Labour Youth notes the necessity to remember the impact and involvement 
that young Irish people had in the First World War, and understands how they have largely been 
left out of the dominant historical narrative of the country. Labour Youth therefore recognises 
the necessity to incorporate an alternate view of Irish history into memorialisation and historical 
record. 
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Section Eleven - Public Expenditure and Reform 
 

Investment in the Economy 
 
1. Stimulus: Labour Youth supports the use of further stimulus packages in Ireland to generate 
employment. Labour Youth believe the National Development Plan should be re-drawn, with 
emphasis placed on: 

 Labour-intensive projects; 

 Improving the provision of broadband in Ireland; 

 The construction and renovation of schools, hospitals and social housing units. 

2. Co-operatives: Labour Youth supports the commitment to "promote greater appreciation of 
the cooperative model" in the current Programme for Government and therefore calls on the 
government to set aside funds for the incentivising of cooperatives.  
 
State Assets 
 
3. Privatisation: Labour Youth is staunchly opposed to any further privatisation of public services 
due to the relatively small size of the Irish market. 
 
Public Sector Wages and Employment 
 
4. Croke Park: Labour Youth recognises that, while not ideal for public sector workers, the Croke 
Park Agreement has succeeded in the areas of protecting basic pay levels, increasing efficiency 
within the public service, maintaining industrial harmony and overall substantially reducing the 
public sector pay bill. Labour Youth therefore supports the honouring of the Agreement until 
2014. 
 
Labour Youth supports the negotiation of a successor agreement to Croke Park provided it 
continues to protect the wage levels and conditions of low and middle earners within the public 
sector. 
 
Labour Youth calls on the Government to tackle higher earners within the public sector through 
progressive taxation. 
 
5. Teachers' Pay: Labour Youth condemns the decrease in payment for newly-qualified primary 
school teachers and supports a reversal of these unjust pay cuts.  
 
6. Special Advisor Pay: Labour Youth opposes the breaching of the public sector pay cap by 
numerous members of the Cabinet with regard to their ministerial advisors. Labour Youth calls 
for these advisors to have their public salary adjusted to within permitted levels and for future 
appointments to take greater note of the public sector pay rules.  
7. Public Sector Moratorium: Labour Youth recognises the negative effects of the moratorium on 
those entering the jobs market, the users of public service, and the wider economy. Labour 
Youth therefore calls on the government to rescind the public sector hiring moratorium. 
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Political and Constitutional Reform: 
 
8. Religion and Chauvinism in the Constitution: Labour Youth is in favour of having a referendum 
that would propose removing all religious and chauvinistic references from Bunreacht na 
hÉireann.  
 
9. Ceann Comhairle Election: Labour Youth is in favour of having the Ceann Comhairle of Dáil 
Éireann elected under the PR-STV voting system and under a secret ballot.  
 
10. Seanad Éireann: Labour Youth is in favour of retaining Seanad Éireann but reforming the 
body so as to make it an efficient and effective second chamber.  
 
11. Corporate Donations: Labour Youth is in favour of banning all corporate political donations.   
 
12. Minister for Rural Development: Labour Youth calls for a junior minister responsible for rural 
development to be appointed.  
 
13. Political Reform: Labour Youth supports the full implementation of the political reform 
proposals in the current Programme for Government as a matter of urgency. 
 
14. Executive Dominance: Labour Youth is opposed to the current overwhelming power of the 
government in relation to the Dáil and is therefore in favour of the introduction of a system of 
"decisive minorities", whereby a minority of deputies (e.g. a third), either in the Dáil itself or in a 
Dáil Committee, can force an inquiry into any matter. Witnesses should be able to be compelled 
to appear and all relevant papers disclosed in order to enforce executive accountability. 
 
15. Oireachtas Inquiries: Labour Youth support the drafting of a new proposed change to the 
constitution that will give the Oireachtas the much-needed powers of inquiry which have been 
so obviously lacking in tackling the financial crisis.  
 
16. The Whip System: Labour Youth supports the significant reform of the party whip system to 
accommodate occasional constructive dissent among individual TDs that does not result in their 
expulsion from their parliamentary party, along the lines of the far looser whip system in the 
United Kingdom's House of Commons. 
 
17. Direct Democracy: Labour Youth is in favour of the introduction of several measures aimed 
at strengthening direct democracy in Ireland and holding government to account. This should 
include the right to force recall elections and the right of citizens to initiate referenda. 
 
18. Gender Quotas: Recognising the chronic underrepresentation of women in our national 
democratic structures, Labour Youth support the imposition of a gender quota on all parties to 
ensure that 30% of nominated candidates for election are women both at Oireachtas and local 
government levels. 
19. Separation of Powers: Labour Youth believes that having members of the Cabinet work 
simultaneously as Dáil deputies has led towards an executive-dominated legislature with 
disproportionate allocation of government funding to constituencies represented by ministers. 
Labour Youth therefore favours separating the Cabinet from the Dáil.  
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20. Economic, Social and Cultural Rights Amendment: Labour Youth agrees with Minister Ruairí 
Quinn's statement that "our fellow citizens live, move and have their being in, and are shaped 
by, a world of social and economic forces as well as purely political interactions, and socio-
economic rights deserve a place in the constitutional scheme of things alongside civil and 
political rights". Labour Youth also supports the Labour Party's role in ensuring that the Optional 
Protocol to the International Covenant of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights was signed by the 
government on 23rd of March, 2012.  
Labour Youth calls on Party Leader and Tánaiste Eamon Gilmore and the Labour Party in 
government to ensure full recognition of Economic, Social and Cultural rights through 
constitutional amendment during this government's term.  
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Section Twelve - Social Protection 
 

Internships 
 
1. JobsBridge: Labour Youth commends the Minister for Social Protection Joan Burton for the 
establishment of the JobBridge national internship scheme which provides jobseekers with work 
experience placements. However, Labour Youth condemns FÁS and the relevant employers for 
the misuse of the JobBridge website in the placement of "internships" which are nothing more 
than transparent attempts to gain cheap labour. 
 
Labour Youth therefore supports better regulation of the scheme to ensure participants are 
gaining useful experience rather than being exploited. We believe that JobBridge applicants 
should not be subject to tasks or working hours that could otherwise be undertaken by paid 
staff, and that there should be a demonstrable prospect of employment with the participating 
firms upon completion of the internship period.  
 
Disability and Carers 
 
2. Disability Allowance: Whilst Labour Youth welcomes recent attempts to crack down on fraud 
in the social welfare system, we also believe strongly that people with disabilities should be 
treated with dignity and given every possible support to enable them to gain employment. 
Labour Youth therefore believes that cutting off disability allowance and other payments to 
people with disabilities should only ever be a last resort.  
 
3. Carers: Labour Youth commends the dedication and compassion of family carers across 
Ireland and recognises that they save the state billions ever year through their thankless work. 
Labour Youth therefore believes that carers should be financially protected and supported in 
their care of vulnerable people and never penalised for the difficult job they undertake. 
 
Familial Payments 
 
4. Child Benefit: Labour Youth condemns any proposal for the reduction, taxation or abolition of 
child benefit. 
 
5. Parental Leave: Labour Youth believes that greater flexibility is needed surrounding the 
allocation of parental leave after the birth of a child and in early childhood, in order to allow 
parents greater freedom to share the financial implications of child raising responsibility in 
whatever way suits them. Upon the agreement of both parents, it should be an option for the 
couple to distribute the 26 weeks of paid maternity leave equally between them, or in any ratio 
they see fit. 
 
Labour Youth further believes that adoptive and same sex parents must not be ignored in the 
discussion or in legislating for this flexibility. 
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Section Thirteen - The Environment, Community and Local Government 
 
The Environment 
 
1. Climate Change: Labour Youth believes Ireland should lead the way on climate change with 
swift and decisive action. We therefore support cutting emissions by at least 30% by 2020, and 
80% by 2050. We further support the inclusion of sectoral targets within these goals to ensure 
progress is attained across the economy.  
Labour Youth also wishes to see significantly-increased government investment in renewable 
energy sources and green technology. 
 
Waste 
 
2. Bin Charges: Labour Youth is in favour of a national waiver scheme for low income families to 
ease the burden of bin charges. 
 
3. Incineration: Labour Youth is opposed to incineration for environmental reasons. 
 
4. Packaging Levies: Labour Youth believe that environmental levies should be charged to 
businesses that use excessive packaging in order to reduce waste at the source. 
 
5. Privatisation of Waste Collection: Labour Youth is opposed to the privatisation of waste 
collection services due to the practise of private companies ‘cherry-picking’ their customers. We 
believe that local authorities need to generate sufficient income from collecting waste so as to 
be able to afford to collect the waste of those on waivers. 
 
Local Government 
 
6. City and County Managers: Labour Youth supports the devolution of the powers of city and 
county managers back to democratically-elected local representatives. 
 
7. Councillors' Powers: Labour Youth supports giving councillors legal powers to seek reports 
from all providers of public services in their area. 
 
8. Strategic Planning Guidelines: Labour Youth supports replacing strategic planning guidelines 
with a democratically-decided regional or city plan. 
 
9. Directly-elected Mayors: Labour Youth favours the introduction of a directly-elected Mayor of 
Dublin, covering the four council areas of County Dublin, accountable to a directly-elected 
Regional Authority. Labour Youth also supports the setting up of similar positions and regional 
authorities for the rest of the country. 
 
10. County Boundaries: Labour Youth calls for consideration to be made for the redrawing of 
currently-existing local government jurisdictions to move past county identity as the primary 
basis for local government structures.  
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11. Kenny Report: Labour Youth supports the implementation of the 1973 Kenny Report, 
particularly in the belief that its recommendations could be an effective safeguard against future 
unchecked explosions in property prices.  
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Section Fourteen - Transport, Tourism and Sport 
 
 
 

Transport 
 
1. Public Transport: Labour Youth supports the development of a reliable and affordable public 
transport system in Ireland.  
 
2. Light Rail/Trams: Labour Youth believes that all of Ireland’s major cities should be serviced by 
a light rail / tram system.  
 
3. Accessibility: Labour Youth believes that all public transport should be accessible to people 
with disabilities.  
 
4. Regional Infrastructure: Labour Youth supports sustained and significant investment in 
regional infrastructure designed to tie into national networks including:  
 

• Development of the Western Rail Corridor;  
• Investment in regional airports as tourist hubs;  
• Improvements in the secondary road network.  
 
 

Tourism and Sport 
 
5. The Gathering 2013: Labour Youth welcomes the celebration of Irish culture, heritage and the 
attempt to reunite Ireland's diaspora through the ongoing events of the Gathering in 2013.  
 
6. League of Ireland: Labour Youth calls for the creation of a strategic investment plan for Irish 
domestic soccer to be devised by the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport with a view 
to improving grounds around the country including Derry City. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


